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AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL =

Saudi Arabia steps up ruthless
crackdown against human rights
activists

10 January 2017, 16:55 UTC

Saudi Arabia’s authorities have begun the year with an intensified crackdown
against human rights activists dealing another heavy blow to the last vestiges of
the country’s embattled civil society, said Amnesty International.

A string of activists have been detained or appeared in court in recent weeks in
connection with their peaceful human rights work signalling that the authorities
plan to continue with their ruthless crackdown on peaceful dissent. Among those
affected is an activist who faced charges for providing information to Amnesty
International.

“The latest string of arrests has sparked fears that 2017 will be yet another dark
year for human rights in Saudi Arabia, as the authorities continue with their
attempts to crush any semblance of a human rights movement in the country,”

said Lynn Maalouf, Deputy Director for Research at Amnesty International’s Beirut
Regional office.
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