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British arms ‘used to murder
Shia dissident’ in Saudi Arabia

Jamie Merrill

Powerful shotgun shells made by a
British arms company were used by
security forces in Saudi Arabia to assas-
sinate a Shia dissident, his family claim.

"li'he 12 gaug; ammunition, produced
and exported by Primetake, a company
based in Lincolnshire, was used in a
controversial raid on the home of
Abdul-Rahim al-Faraj last month.

The Primetake shotgun round.s used

ing rounds at the scene. An i b
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in the raid, known as RAM or b
ing munds. are designed to allow polxce
and special forces to blast through locks
and blow doors off their hinges during
forced entry. They can cause horrific
injuries to e human body.

Mr Faraj was killed in a raid that
coincided with the evening Iftar meal
during the holy month of Ramadan.

ent wound expert said that Mr i’s  SaudiArabia h
injuries were “consistent” with being worth £67 hi]ljon since 2910.
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s a massive wound P
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roun nion has not been  rain were tem, some
ca by co rrenites 1 anti-p wi after the 2011 Arab Spring.
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* Primetake did not respond to leader, that Britain was “putting
quests for comment. However, A.Idm profit before human rights
gaﬁs.afome;ixpon m’f“ Saudi ;)ﬂdﬂsm say that er Faraj \:?;
e 0 was responsib wanted for eged involvemen!
trade Saudi Arabia until 2014, said:  attacks that kill A ngﬁ{‘m
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“That ammunition was never intended
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He is said to be the fifth member of Mr Watts, who oversaw the exportof  dered”
his extended family to have been killed  £350,000 of Primetake arms to Saudi  The governmentsaid it was “satis-
by security services since protests by  Arabia’s istry of the Interior, added  fied” that Britain was not in breach ofits
the Shia minority against the Sunni thathehadno mmuecumafmpplym nte 1 w«:ﬂa and that ex-
monarchy erupted in 2011 RAM rounds to - ports to Saudi a were “compliant

Images taken after the raid and ob- 'ﬂlecueistheﬂ’ntﬁme wrdu with the UK’s export li 4
tained by The Times show wounds and  sive erg‘gd There is no suggestion of any wrong-
empty cartridges from several breach- armsexporubeing repremon doing on the part of
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